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NEWSLETTER
Department of Mathematics
Western Kentucky University

1986

GREETINGS - Betty Detwiler
We 've had such a good response to our newsletter and Alumni Brunch
that we feel both have become an annual tradition. We enjoyed hearing
news from so many of you . It was a pleasure seeing those who made it
back to visit us during the past year. We hope even more of you will make
your plans to attend the brunch next year on the Saturday of
Homecoming .
The Kentucky Beta Chapter of 1T ME has continued to be active. We
presently have approximately 50 members with Ron McCamish serving
as president and Ka ren Yount andTomiVan Cleve helping him out on the
Executive Committee. We have two to three meetings a semester
highlighted by the spring banquet where new members are honored .
Members show a great deal of enthusiasm in supporting our projects
and in assisting wit h t he j u nior high and high school math bowls and
contests which are hosted by the depart me nt. Special T-shirts were
desig ned and sold last yea r - in fact, we stil l have several in XL if anyone
is interestedl
W e would love to hear from all of you - keep us informed of your
activiti es; in particular. send us any change of address. See you at t he
brunchl

Ot. Well. li nd the departmBntellBcrlltllty. Maxine Worthington .

NEWS FROM YOU - Ca rroll G. Wells

1947
Harvey T. Skaggs died October 12, 1985 in Jacksonville, FL.
1950
Roy Winchester ret ired from the public schools in 1979 after thirty-four
years. During the last twelve yea rs of this time, he was superintendent
of Henry County Schoo ls . For the past six years he has managed the
Hen ry County Golf Course . He and his wife live in Beth lehem, KY. They
have four daughters and one grandchild.

1962
Mary Frances Brown Davenport is teaching mathematics at Bowling
Green High School .
Bernard Madison is a dean at the University of Arkansas in Fayettevill e,
AR .

1967
Darrell Abney has co-authored a second te~tbook . Thi s text is Basic
Programming for Technology Students . It is the first text written for
the IBM PC targeted for the technical student. He also has begun writing
an algebra and trigonometry textbook for technical students. He is still
employed at Nashville State Technical Institute in Nashvi lle, TN .

1968
Ed Curtis is teaching at Wilkes Community College in Wilkesboro, NC .

1971
Carl Henderson is living in Houston, TX .
Kay(Pendleton)Akers is living in Switzerland, FL where she is employed
by Delta Air Lines. She and James have been married 12 years and have
one son born in 19B4. James is a market analyst at University Hospital in
Jacksonville.

1973
Shi rley Farris Franz is working for Bryan, Pend leton, Swats, and
McAllister in Louisvi lle, KY.

1973
Wayne F. Perkins died on August 12, 1982 . Belated sympathy is
extended to his family.
Dr. D. Gary Harlow, Assistant Professor of mechanical engineering and
mechanics at lehigh University received the university's award for
excellence in teaching by a junior member of the faculty.

1975
Steve andJanet(Sedga) Tolopka visited the Department in March. Steve
had been to Purdu e interviewi ng prospective employees for INTEL
Corporation in Portland, OR .

Mr. George Downing end Dr. WlIbum Jones ..slsting studenttlln
1he M.1h· Science Cen1er.

•

•

1 9 76
Jackie and Mary Ann Lawrence have moved to Reston, VA. Jackie is
worki ng at Sperry's Corporate Technology Center where his work
involves applying artificial intelligence techniques to military and
defense related problems.
Beverly Norris Nation lives in Dallas. TX . She and Paul have two
chi ldren, John 3 years, and Jenn ifer 1 year . Beverly recently "retired" as
Treasu ry Systems Manager at the Southland Corporation and is now
doing consulting work at home using an IBM Personal Computer .
Wanda Weidemann is enrolled in the Ph .D. program in mathematics at
Vanderbilt University .
Keith Wright was back to visit last fall. He is working for IBM in
Rochester, MN .

1 977
Margaret Griffin is engaged to be married. She is working for South
Central Bell in Birmingham, AL.
Gary Johnson is with F.M .C. in Lexington, KY.

1977 & 1 978
Nancy (Jeanette) and Dwight Russell are expecting their first child in
September.

Dr. Glenn Powe rt I nCl O r. Kvle Wlllice Idvlt!ng ttudl ntl;.

Dr. B.rry BrunKln.

1979
Sherri Riggs Jackson works as a systems analyst at Scientific Systems
Services. Inc. in Melbourne. FL. She visited in Bowling Green and at
Western during the fall .
Dan Troutman is a district manager for Pittsburg Testing Lab and lives in
Cleveland. O.

1980
Nickey Godby lives in Alabama and works as a mathematician for the
government . He spent several weeks this fall on assignment in Korea .
Karen Kerr is livi ng in Louisville. KY. She has passed the first actuary
exam and will take the second one soon .
Tony Rhea is heading up a new project (design, develop and implement a
database system for personnel radiation exposure records) at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Oak Ridge. TN . He is pursuing a Ph .D. in nuclear
engineering at U.T.
Cathy (Morris) Prather is now working at Brown & Williamson Tobacco
Corporation in Louisville where she is Supervisor of the Informat ion
Center. She passed the Certified Data Processing Exam in 19B1 and
received the M .B.A. from Bellarmine College in 19B4.

1981
John Hodges is working at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak Ridge,
TN .

,

I

Richard and Sharon (Stone) Hull live in Rowlett, TX . They both work for
Texas Instruments: Sharon for the Semiconductor Group and Richard
for the Defense Systems and Electronic Group.
Sha nnon Duchenois Kast has a baby boy, Todd Philip, born October 30,
1985. She lives in Bogalusa , LA.
Tammy Logan is working for Lockheed Missile and Space Co. She is
living in Sunnyvale, CA and is planning to begin a master's program in
mathematics at Stanford this coming faU semester .

1982
Vickie Curtis Abuonk is employed as a math teacher at Hopkinsvi lle
Community College in Hopkinsville, KY. She was married over the
Christmas holidays .
Tim Mefford is practicing law with the firm of Safford, Satterfield, and
Lanphea r in Bowling Green, KY.
J o Ellen Wilhite and Ed Sieja were married in spring of 1985. J o Ellen is
working at Intergraph in Huntsville, AL.
Anita Ramsey is now working for Microd ynamics doing computer
software for the apparel industry. She lives in Garland, TX .
Anna Morgan is enrolled in the doctoral program in geophysics at the
Un iversity of Houston.

'983
Twyla Green and Steven T. Harris are engaged to be married . Twyla is
tea ching at Page High School in Franklin. TN .
Laurie Heltsley is employed at Union Underwear, Inc. and lives in
Bowling Green. She gets to travel to the company's other installations
frequently.
Rob Williams attended the alumni brunch in November with Denise
Breeden as his guest. He said things are serious· she made no
comment!

'983&'986
Kevin Wooten and Mary Loftis were married in December . Dr. Wells
conducted the ceremony. Kevin will complete the M .A. in Biblical
Studies at Abilene University in May.

'984
Abdul Abdulaziz has completed the M .S. in mathematics at Western .
Robin James is enrolled in the M .S. program in computer science at
Western. She is a graduate assistant and an elected student representative on the University's Graduate Council. She is engaged to
Dale McCubbins and is planning a September wedding .

Dr. M,rth. W.t.on ..silJting Todd Ashby 1'8&1.

Mr • . linda Pullinelli and Kim Myer./ ' SCI worliinU in the Math lib.

Kenny lee is teaching at Warren Central High in Bowling Green and is
also enrolled in the M .S. program in mathematics at Western. He and Dr.
Wells will teach a cou rse for gifted and talented 7th and 8th grade
st udents this summer at W .K.U. They taught the same course last
summer .
Kim Myers is a graduate assistant in mathematics at Western and is
enrolled in the M .S. program.
Michele Soyars is working in Owensboro, Kyat Texas Gas Transmission
as a junior scientific prog rammer.
Mike Moriarity is working at Entre' Computer Center in Louisville, KY .

1985
Todd Ashby is enrolled in the M .S. program in mathematics and is a
teaching assistant for the Depa rtment .
David Atkinson is enrolled in the Ph .D. program in applied mathematics
at the University of Illinois.
Kathy Brown is living in King of Prussia , PA .
Tim Gooden works for ES·TEZ in Bowling Green as a computer
programmer. He has a new son born in Ihe summer of 1985.
John Hinton is a graduate student in mathematics at Indiana Un iversity
in Bloomington, IN . He says he is working harder than he is used to and
longs for the carefree life of an undergraduate.

Ray Humphrey is working toward a Ph.D. in computer science at Purdue
University.
Debbie Lawrence is living in louisville, KY.

Dr. Robert Bueker te.ching .line.r Algebno cl....

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES - Robert Bueker
Twenty-three students graduated in May, 1985 with a major in
mathematics . David Atkinson received the H.M . Yarbrough Award
which is given annually to the outstanding mathematics senior.
Dr. Andrew Snyder. a visiting professor from Lehigh University. has
conducted a mathematics seminar for faculty. We have appreciated this
and the other contributions he has made to our department.
Pi Mu Epsilon continues to take an active part in the life of our
department. This year Dr. KernAlexander. our new university president.
will be the invited speaker at the annual spring initiation banquet.
Good news - Bad news: Congratulations to Drew Snyder and Deborah
Frantz on the birth of their son, Gregory, February6 . Now the bad newsDeborah. Drew. and Greg are returning to lehigh next fall . More of the
same· Carolyn Hardcastle is resigning at the end of this academic year.
She has been a member of the department since 1977.
John Jander requested early retirement in 1985 and thus will be
teachi'19 a reduced load for the next several years. Mr. Jander has been a
member of our department for 21 years.

Deborah Frantz presented a paper at a national A .M .S. meeting . Pauline
Lowman and Joe Stokes presented papers at regional meetings of the
N.C.T.M . Barry Brunson, Glenn Powers, and Kyle Wa llace had papers
accepted by va rious mathematics journals. Pat Hooper and linda
Pulsinelli are current ly revising t heir algebra textbooks. Several faculty
members have been involved in workshops, seminars, and colloq u ia
both on and off campus.
Th omas Richmond, current ly completing the requirement s for a Ph .D. in
topology at Washington State University, wi ll be joining our department
next fall . We are looking forward to his arr iva l.
Our sixth mathematics sy mposium is 'o n the draw ing board' for fall
1986 . Th e t heme will be centered on the discovery. history, and
relevance of mathematics.
The annual summer mathematics seminar for community college
teachers will be held in May. The theme will be applied linear algebra.
Pat Hooper spent Fall '85 on sabbat ica l leave. Paul ine Lowman is
spending the prese nt academic year on sabbatical.
A s always, we appreciate the conti nued support of our alumn i!

COLLEGE NOTES
There have been severa l administrative changes in Ogden College
during the past year. Or. Charles Kupchella became our new dean last
July. He ca me to us from Murray State where he was the head of the
Biology Department. Or. Val Dunham is now the head of the Biology
Department; Or. Lowell Shanks is the new head of the Chemistry
Department; Or . Robert Crawford (yes - he was your M41 7 teacher) is
now the head of the Computer Science Department.

HELP -

HELP - Carroll Wells

We are interested in knowing about you. Please se nd us news items and
address changes. Let us know of mathematics alumni who may not be
on ou r ma iling list. Thanks. Hope you have enjoyed the newsl
" Anyone who cannot cope with mathematics is not fully human ."
- Robert A . Heinlein, Time En ough for Love. p.247.
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